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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/599,662 



Examiner 

Katharine F. Davis 



Applicant(s) 

HOPPER ETAL 



Art Unit 

1636 



Period fo7£e 6 pif^^^ 

«KSRJSS?SS ESSESSgr ,s SET T0 EXP,RE 3 - M0NTH < S > ™«- 

" SSS^^ - -ven,. hc aya reply belimelyfiled 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b) 9 ale ° f th,S commu ™ation, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status w y 

DEI Responsive to communications) filed on 22 June 2000 

2a)D This action is FINAL ok\fti tu- 

iMnanwML. 2b)fcg This action is non-final 

Disposition of Claims 

4) G3 Claim(s) M6 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) U16 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9M The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)D The drawing) filed on is /are: a) D accepted or b C objected to by the Examiner 

1 DD TheolT 1 7; 0t reqU6St ^ ^ ° bjeCti ° n t0 ^ dr ^ n9(S) bS ^ ab ^ nCe - «" 37 CFR 1.85(a) 
1 1 )U The proposed drawing correction filed on is- a >n aooro^n M n h-« . 

If aoorovPri r.rr.M ■ approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action 

12) B The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim forforeign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 i 9 (a)-(d) or (f) 

a)D All b)Q some * c)Q None of: ' (0 " 
1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

*Se 3 e?h C [r = 
See the attached detai.ed Office action for a list of thi J^£2& reC eived 

14)^Acknowledgmentismadeofaclaimfordomesticpriorityunder35USC S -mov.w 

a) □ The translation «f th» feP • , § 19(e) (to a P rov,sl °nal application). 

1 ) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) r— i 

2) g Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) % H ' nterV ' eW (PT °" 41 3) Paper No < s >' 

3) Bfl Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 2 ej Q ° f lnf ° rmal Patent A PP ,ication ( p TO-1 52) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to the application filed on June 22, 2000 and to the 



Preliminary Amendment filed May 7, 2001. Claims 1- 



16 are pending in the instant application. 



Oath/Declaration 

The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is 
MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 



required. See 



UTr^ 3 ^ 



d^ta^t s*r no "" dattd a " era,ions ta ™ de ,o 



the oath or 



Priority 



Applicant has not complied with 



one or more conditions for receiving the benefit of an 
-Her fihng date under 35 U.S.C. , >9(e> as f„„ow, An application in which the benefits of an 
earner appiication are desired ntus. contain a specific reference to the pHor a P p,ica,ion(s) in the 

first sentence of the specification (37 CFR 1.78). 
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Specification 
The discos U objected ,o ta« of the Mowing 

torm of browser-executable code (see pages i 8 and ^ a 

K P 8 md 32) " Ap P Jlcant is quired to delete , 

embedded hyperlink and/or other form 0 f browser-execute, „ c 

orowser-executable code. See MPEP § 608.01 



:the 



Claim Objections 



first appearance of the abbreviat 



ion in the claims. Appropriate 



correction is required. 



Oaim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

-dS?S^T m 8 ^ deSCri P tion f *• mention and of the 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U S C 1 12 fir* 

1 12 ' first Paragraph, as containing subject 

~^^«.* tall . ttll . tal . fcl ^ fcfc 
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screen „ f te ^ ^ „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

cMe^, synthesis , However (he instm( cbims rec|te ^ a ^ ^ ^ ^ 
specially defining the „ se of the claiffied method ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
any procedure. One of skill in ,he an w„„,d no, be ab.e t0 determine ^ ^ rf ^ 

comparison, of treated ,„ un.ea.ed portions and thus wouid not be no, be ab,e to nta.ce and /or 
use the claimed methods. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
f.hng to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 

the invention. 

Claim , recites -. . .Mod5p or its homolog. . . » I, is unclear what is considered ,„ be a 
homolog of ModSp thus rendering the claim indefinite. 

Cairns ,,4, 7, ,0. ,2a„d 14 recite ". . .a treated portion and an untreated portion "in 
Oft I- is unclear if ,„e portion, are actually potions of modified yeas, Cis and if Mh .ea,ed 
and untreated portions are exposed to the growth media. 

Claims 1, 4, 7, ,0, ,2 and ,4 recite step "(c) measuring for growth of said treated 
portion." It is unciear if i, is ,„ e modified yeast cells that are being measured for growth 

Claims 2 , 5 and 8 r=ci,e the term "yeas, cells" in ,i„ e 2 . There u insufficien , 
basis for tnisterm in tneclaims. This rejection may be overcome by amending , he Cairns to 
recite " . . modified yeast cells. " 
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Claims 3, 6,9,11,13 and is recite a step tha, comprises comparing said treated portion 
with said untreated portion. It is unclear what property is being compared. 



Conclusion 

Claims ,-,6 are reject Claims 1-16 are free of the prior art as the prior art does no. 
•each or suggest assays for the screening of compounds tha, are agonistic or antagonistic to the 
mevalonate pathway. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
fern the examiner should be direct*, to Katharine F. Davis whose ,e,ephone number is (703) 
605-, ,95 with direct desktop RightFax (703) 746-5,99. The examiner ca „ norma , |y be ^ 
on Monday-Friday (8:30am-5:OOpm). ,f attempts to reach the examiner by teiephone are 
unsuccesslul, the examiner's supervisor, George EUiot, can be reached o„ (703) 308-4003. The 
fax phone numbers for the organ*ati 0 „ where this apphcation or proceeding is assign*, are 
(703) 308-4242 for regu,ar communications and (703) 305-.935 for After Fina, communications 
Any inquiry concerning the forma|ities of ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Dianiece Jacobs whose telephone number is (703, 305-3388. Any i„ q u iry of . general nature m 
relating to the status of this appiication or proceeding should be directed „ the receptionist 

whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 



Katharine F. Davis 
November 30, 2001 




